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Your Professional Organization: The AARC

We’re fighting for quality respiratory care. Are you with us?

· Founded in 1947 as the Inhalation Therapy Association.

· Six name changes until 1986, when we became known as the American Association for Respiratory Care to recognize current involvement in diagnostics and therapeutics.
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Why Do I Need AARC?
The AARC is the only national organization addressing the key issues facing your profession:
· Government/regulatory

· Recognition and research

· Human resources

· Practice issues

· Membership
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Issues Facing the Profession

Government/Regulatory

· Medicare home health benefit does not reimburse the services of RTs.

· RTs are not fully recognized or reimbursed in sites outside of the acute care hospital.
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Issues Facing the Profession

Recognition

· Consumer/public recognition is increasing, but respiratory therapists are still not as well known as nurses, dental hygienists, or other non-physician professionals.

· Employers/payers traditionally have not understood the RT’s value in the health care system.

Research

· RTs are the best providers of respiratory care, but more research must be done to document it.
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Issues Facing the Profession

Human Resources
· The majority of respiratory therapists still work in the acute care setting, but the aging population and other factors are requiring them to branch out into other care sites.

· The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has stated that employment of respiratory therapists is expected to grow by 21% from 2008 to 2018; little or no change is seen in the employment of respiratory therapy technicians over the same time period. 
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Issues Facing the Profession

Practice Issues

· Medical errors are on the rise and employers are voicing their opinions on the tumultuous state of medical care.

· Concurrent therapy, or stacking, is fairly common in the profession but is not considered optimal patient care.
· Protocols and care plans are considered optimal care, but many RTs face difficult barriers to implementing them.

· Disease management offers a fresh new look at how to manage and control disease, but is not a widely accepted practice as yet. RTs need to take the lead on disease management for asthma and COPD patients.

· Outcomes and evidence-based practice are crucial to optimal respiratory care. Therapists need to become more aware of their benefits.
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Issues Facing the Profession

Membership

· Membership in the AARC has increased markedly, from 31,000 in 2003 to nearly 50,000 in 2010. But there are more than 122,000 RTs in the country, so more needs to be done.
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Issues Facing the Profession

It All Adds Up to a Need for a Single Voice

· All of these issues add up to a need for our profession to speak with a single voice to those who have the ability to impact our future. The AARC is that voice, and your membership makes a difference in how strong our voice will be.
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
The AARC: 

· Protects Your Interests

· Keeps You Current

· Keeps You Connected

· Validates Your Professionalism

· Develops Tools for the Profession

· Advocates for Your Patients

· Delivers Personal, Professional Services
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
Protects Your Interests

· AARC has full time representatives working at both the federal and state level to monitor and responded to legislative issues impacting the profession of respiratory care.

· AARC funds research that documents and validates the impact of respiratory care on patient care and establishes the respiratory therapist as the best provider of respiratory care.

· AARC successfully represents the profession on numerous international, national, and local panels and committees that that shape the future of respiratory care.

· AARC responds to Local Medical Review Policies on behalf of respiratory patients in an effort to overturn unfavorable rulings.

· AARC promotes and supports the Political Advocacy Contact Team, or PACT, a grassroots network of volunteers working on federal and state legislative and regulatory initiatives.
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
Keeps You Current
· RESPIRATORY CARE, AARC Times, and other publications cover the latest developments in the profession.

· Specialty Sections and Roundtables provide the opportunity to network with other respiratory therapists.

· The AARC International Respiratory Congress, Summer Forum, webcasts, online courses, Professor’s Rounds, and other educational opportunities meet your continuing education needs. 
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
Keeps You Connected

· Our award winning web site delivers up-to-the-minute news and information, and is your one stop destination for virtually all the resources the AARC has to offer. 
· Our new AARConnect social media site is bringing networking into the 21st Century. Just like on Facebook, you can create a profile, post and receive messages, blog about your current passions, engage in professional discussions, and so much more.
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
Validates Your Professionalism
· AARC provides professionals with the opportunity for recognition, input, feedback, and volunteerism through involvement in their professional organization.

· AARC lobbies for the classification of a respiratory therapist as a “professional” in government documents, regulations, programs, and plans.

· AARC works with Congress and other government agencies to promote reimbursement for respiratory care services.

· AARC increases awareness about the role of the respiratory therapist among the general public, health care administrators, and other health care providers through National Respiratory Care Week, press releases and other public relations activities, and membership in outside coalitions and organizations.
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
Develops Tools for the Profession
· Clinical Practice Guidelines establish the standard of care.

· AARC Benchmarking provides accurate data to support administrative decisions.
· Human Resource Studies provide a snapshot of the profession.
· Quality Respiratory Care Recognition acknowledges facilities that meet strict standards.
· Career web site features a job bank and tips on succeeding in the field.
· Be an RT web site encourages new people to join the profession.
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
Advocates for Your Patients
· YourLungHealth.Org connects respiratory patients and their families to the AARC and the respiratory therapists it represents.
· Peak Performance USA lets you team up with local schools to promote asthma education.
· Lung Health Day, conducted during RC Week, gives RTs a chance to link the profession with patient advocacy and awareness.
· The Mobile Spirometry Unit teams AARC up with the COPD Foundation to bring lung testing to communities nationwide.
· AARC membership in the COPD Coalition puts RTs at the forefront of efforts to raise awareness and advocate for the condition.
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What Does AARC Do For Me? 
Delivers Personal and Professional Services

· CRCE Online keeps track of the continuing education units you need to maintain your state license.

· Personal insurance programs are available for professional liability, automobile, life, health, and disability income insurance, including Major Medical Catastrophe and Long Term Care insurance plans.
· Platinum Plus ™ Credit Card — With this card, you earn rewards for everyday purchases.
· Discounts are available on AARC and consumer merchandise.
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Where’s the Value?
Flexible Membership Categories

· The AARC knows members have different needs and wants, and offers flexible membership categories that allow you to pick and choose the benefits that are most important to you.
· Our Standard Level provides all the benefits of membership, plus subscriptions to both Respiratory Care and AARC Times.
· The Choice Level includes all benefits and either Respiratory Care or AARC Times.

· Our Plus Level includes all benefits, both publications, one free Specialty Section membership, and other perks, such as Early Bird registration and housing at the AARC International Respiratory Congress.
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Where’s the Value?

Benefits and Services Calculator

· Once you pick your package, you can tally up the value of your benefits too, using the AARC’s new Benefits and Services Calculator on www.aarc.org. For the typical Standard Level member who reads both Respiratory Care and AARC Times, earns 4 free CRCEs a year by attending live sessions of the webcasts, uses CRCE Online to keep track of his or her CRCEs, and purchases an RC Week t-shirt at the special member price, that’s a $260 value for just $90 in annual dues. 
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Tell Me Again
So, let’s sum it up. Why should you join the AARC?

· Professional Growth. Since 1947, the American Association for Respiratory Care has been committed to enhancing your professionalism as a respiratory therapist, improving your performance on the job, and helping you broaden the scope of knowledge essential to your success. 

· Job Security. The AARC speaks for you. We are the only national professional organization speaking exclusively for the benefit and success of this profession.

· Protection of Your Interests. With nearly 50,000 members worldwide, the AARC is the only professional society for respiratory therapists working in hospitals, educational programs, and other care settings.

· Government Advocacy. The AARC continues to work toward the recognition of RTs in all care settings and safeguarding patient safety by ensuring that those who provide respiratory care are competent to do so.

· Professional Tools. In addition to offering a full range of services, programs, products, and money-saving opportunities to meet your needs, the organization’s major emphasis has been and will always remain the same — helping you grow and develop as a respiratory care professional.

· Professional Research and Publications. Award-winning publications keep you up to date on respiratory care science and trends.
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· The AARC

· Your support of the AARC is integral to the success of the profession. Each member helps us gain access and strengthen our position and credibility with lawmakers and administrative agencies. By joining us, you strengthen the foundation of this profession.

· We’re fighting for quality respiratory care. Are you with us?

