BACKGROUND ON MEDICARE BENEFICIARY OWNERSHIP OF HOME OXYGEN EQUIPMENT

Issue: The respiratory therapy community continues to oppose the transfer of ownership of home oxygen equipment to the Medicare beneficiary. We were opposed and continue to oppose the provision in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 which mandated the beneficiary assume ownership and responsibility for their oxygen equipment after 36 months of rental.  

We are equally, if not more so opposed to Congressional proposals that would require Medicare patients to assume the burden of owning and managing medical oxygen equipment in their homes after only 18 months of rental.
Concern: Medical oxygen is a highly regulated drug that requires a prescription. A

number of major organizations, including the American Lung Association, have expressed serious concerns about the health and safety aspects of the new policy, which will require Medicare beneficiaries to own the complex oxygen equipment required for

their therapy.

Medicare policy is increasingly at odds with the clinical needs of home oxygen therapy patients, as well as the respiratory therapy professional’s ability to deliver optimal home respiratory care. 

Position: The AARC and the respiratory therapy community support the efforts to make Medicare more efficient and less costly. However, policy that affects treatment for medically fragile Americans who require oxygen because they suffer from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), pulmonary fibrosis, lung cancer or other respiratory diseases must be considered from both a clinical as well as an economic perspective. Congress must consider the myriad clinical dimensions of this important issue.

We believe the proposed change in payment methodology places an unfair, unsafe, and unrealistic burden on the beneficiary and their family. 

We ask Congress to reject any proposal torequire oxygen therapy equipment ownership to Medicare beneficiaries after 18 months of rental.

We ask Congress to support HR 621and S 1484, the Home Oxygen Patient Protection Act of 2007, which will restore the coverage of home oxygen equipment to pre- DRA status. The requirement that elderly Medicare beneficiaries must assume full responsibility for their complex oxygen equipment, a life sustaining medical modality after 36 months and now a possible 13 months of rental is bad policy.  Our seniors do not deserve this undue burden.
